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Requesting Party and No: Citizen’s Environmental Coalition (CEC-5) 

 

Request No.:   GNP-15-054 

 

Date of Request:  March 18, 2015 

 

Response Due:  March 30, 2015 

 

Date of Reply:  March 31, 2015 

 

Respondent:   Javier Bonilla & Timothy Lynch 

 

Re:  Citizen’s Environmental Coalition First Set of Information Requests 

 

Question: 
 

What are the various components of the Ginna Retirement Transmission Alternative? 

Provide a list of all components and a timeline and cost for the completion of each 

component. Specify which components need agency approvals? Which components 

need no agency approvals and can be implemented immediately? Provide information 

about whether there is a change in transmission capability for each component and if 

so, how much each particular component contributes to lessening the need for Ginna’s 

output? Why was this solution not identified and examined in the reliability study?  

 

 

Response:   

 

RG&E objects to this interrogatory because it requests information that is irrelevant and outside 

the scope of the current phase of this proceeding (i.e., the interrogatory seeks information that 

does not involv[e] the request of RG&E for Commission acceptance of a Reliability Support 

Services Agreement between RG&E and R.E. Ginna Nuclear Power Plant, LLC, and for 

approval of the allocation and recovery of the costs of that agreement.”) 

 

Subject to and without waiving these objections, RG&E provides the following response: 

 

Please see the responses to GNP-15-005 (MI-5), GNP-15-046 (UIU-8) and GNP-15-047 

(UIU-9). 
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Provide information about whether there is a change in transmission capability for each 

component and if so, how much each particular component contributes to lessening the 

need for Ginna’s output? 

 

The three replacement power transformers proposed for Station 122 under GRTA will have a 

capability to supply customer load that is approximately double the capability of the existing 

transformers.  The ancillary equipment being installed supports that capability.  The upgraded 

transformers at Station 122, along with the large power transformers at Station 80 and those 

proposed for the new Station 255 will function as an integrated system to reinforce the 

transmission system in the absence of Ginna.  One-to-one correlations of transmission capability 

are less meaningful than the combined effect of the integrated system to provide supply, 

redundancy, and resiliency during the planned or unplanned outage of a system element or 

elements. 

 

Why was this solution not identified and examined in the reliability study? 

 

It is assumed that the “reliability study” referenced in the question is the “Additional Reliability 

Study for Exelon Corporation.”  The system planning process typically includes a “Needs 

Assessment Study” phase followed by a “Solutions Study” phase.  RG&E followed such system 

planning process in this instance.  As such, the objective of the reliability study was to “to 

evaluate the impact of the retirement of the Ginna generation station (Ginna) on the reliability of 

the New York State Transmission System for the years 2015 and 2018.”  The Solutions Study 

commenced thereafter and resulted in the development of the GRTA. 
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